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‘ This number should be in the hands of the readers by May 1, 
hence before the Topeka meeting. Let it be a reminder of the duty 
of attending that meeting and of doing active work for the better- 
ment of the organization. 

The first great problem will be that of accepting (or rejecting) 
the constitution printed in the February JouRNAL. We hope for an 
acceptance, because we believe that greater progress is possible un- 
der it than under the present one. 

The next point is to seal the bonds of affiliation between the 
state, district and county societies. The great district societies 
have loyally voted for progress and the compact should now be 
sealed. 

Not less important should be the selection of officers for next 
year. Not the men who want office, but the men who can and will 
do the work for which there is crying need, should be chosen. 

It is the rank and file—the general practitioners—on whom the 
success of our movement of organization must depend. Will you do 
your part? 
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THE EFFECT OF THE FLOOD OF 1903 ON THE HEALTH OF 
THE KAW VALLEY. 


M. A. BARBER, 


Professor of Bacteriology, School of Medicine, University of Kansas. 
and 


JOHN G. WOODIN, 
Student of Medicine, University of Kansas. 


Last January copies of the following letter were sent to what 
one hundred and fifty physicians of the Kaw valley: 

‘““My Dear Docror:—At the time of the flood last June some pre- 
dictions were made of the disaster to the health of the community 
which would result from standing water, decaying vegetation and 
other results of the overflow. It has seemed to me of interest to 
, ascertain whether, in the opinion of physicians, the health of the 
} Kaw Valley during this season has suffered materially from the causes 
named; and you are kindly requested to co-operate in this investiga- 
tion by filling out and returning the blank given below. Should 
enough answers be obtained to make this investigation worth while, 
it will be published in “THE JOURNAL OF THE KANSAS MEDICAL 
Society,” and I shall send to each physician who replies a reprint 
of it. Your help in this matter will be much appreciated, and, if 
convenient for you to report promptly, an early answer will be of 
special value. Very respectfully yours, 

MARSHALL A. BARBER, 
Department of Bacteriology, University of Kansas, 


“Please give the total number of cases of typhoid fever which 
came under your care since June 15, 1903,......the corresponding 
period of 1902,......Of these numbers what proportion seemed to 
be due directly or _— to standing water, decaying drift or 
other vegetation. 1903.... 1902.. 

‘Total number of cases of which came your care 
since June 15, 1903......the corresponding period of 1902......; the 
proportion of them altel could be directly or indirected due pi the 
causes named above. 

‘Please name any other disease or diseases which, as the result 
of your own observation, you believe to have been wmater- 
ially increased by causes mentioned, and state the approximate 
increase in each due to the overflow. 
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“If you have any general observation which may further throw 
light on this problem, kindly give it here or on the back of this sheet.”’ 

In all about sixty answers were received, and a summary of the 
information received in them is given in the following table: 


COUNTY. 
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The number of replies is small, and, but for the practical unan- 
imity of opinion, the evidence could hardly be regarded as decisive; 
but the testimony agrees well, and the witnesses, though compara- 
tively few, are trained observers and represent many different parts 
of the territory, so that this summary seemed to us worthy of 
publication. 

Only the cases reported in the replies are tabulated, and these 
represent, of course, only a fraction of the total number of cases 
occurring during the two years. Further, since more letters were 
received from some counties than from others, because, as a rule, 
only physicians residing in or near the flooded district were ad- 
dressed, no fair comparison can be made of county with county by 
this table. All that we can deduce from it is the opinion of the cor- 
respondents regarding the relative number of cases in the two years 
and the probable proportion caused by the agents named in the 
circular. 

It is seen that the total number of typhoid cases reported for 
1902 is larger than that of 1903, and that the proportion ascribed to 
standing water and its results is about the same for each year. It 
was reported from some localities that typhoid was unusually preva- 
lent in 1902, and it is to be remembered that 1902 was an unusually 
wet year also; circumstances which should be given weight in making 
the comparison. The total number of cases of malaria reported for 
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1903 is but slightly larger than that of 1902, and the percentage 
ascribed to standing water, etc., is about eleven for 1903 and nine for 


1902. Some of the correspondents had no exact record of their 
cases of either typhoid or malaria and could only estimate the 
numbers, 

As regards the opinion of the physicians concerning the general 
effect of the flood on health, it was a little difficult to summarize, 
since decisive answers were not in all cases given; but of those who 
gave a definite opinion scarcely nine per cent. believed that, aside 
from diseases due to the immediate effects of the high water—as 
nervous troubles, rheumatism, colds, wound infection and the like, 
due to exposure—the flood had no effect on the prevalence of disease. 
A considerable number stated that the season of 1903 was an unusu- 
ally healthy one, and eight were of the opinion that the flood was 
directly beneficial in flushing out the filth accumulated in cellars, 
ponds and the like. In this connection it is to be remembered that 
in most cities vigorous sanitary measures were taken after the flood 
and that these may have served not only to avert the threatened 
effects of the high water but also to render sanitary conditions unus- 
ually good. One or two correspondents suggested that unless the 
newly formed ponds are drained they may affect the sanitary °con- 
ditions of their surroundings during the coming reason. 

From the evidence summarized above, it may be safely concluded 
that the health of the Kaw valley suffered little, if at all, from the 
after-effects of the flood of 1903; and that there is reason to believe 
that in some communities, at least, its effects was beneficial rather 
than harmful, and it there performed the office of a thorough, if 
rather indiscriminate, scavenger. Its action is well described by 
one correspondent who wrote that the flood “left no water standing 
here—and very little of anything else.” 


ECLAMPSIA. 


M. T.. DINGESS, M. D., 


Atchison, Kansas. 


Eclampsia is the term applied to convulsions, tonic and chronic 
in character, the foundation of which is laid in pregnancy, labor and 
childbirth. 

By the definition we exclude the convulsions due to hysteria, 
true epilepsy, and cerebral lesions, which occurences in pregnancy 
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are to be regarded as purely accidental complications. Eclampsia 
is fortunately a tolerably rare event. Its estimated frequency is in 
about the proportion of once in five hundred pregnancies. 

The eclamptic seizure may occur before, at the time, or after 
parturition. It is more likely to occur in primipare than multipare. 

Regarding the nature and pathology of eclampsia it must be 
adinitted that our knowledge is as yet imperfect, though many 
theories have been promulgated. Among them the most important 
are the following: Lesions of the kidneys, whizh may be simply 
hyperemia, or if more advanced, of exudation and fatty metamor- 
phosis, or of atrophic changes consequent to those previously 
enumerated. Allied to this view is that which considers eclampsia 
aform of anemia. Some authors lay stress upon compression as 
producing the renal insufficiency, through interference with the 
vessels of the kidneys. In the great majority of cases albuminuria 
attends eclampsia, although each has been observed without the 
other. My own experience has been (and I have seen some twelve 
or fifteen cases of this trouble), that each case was attended with 
albuminuria. In the majority of cases well marked lesions of the 
kidneys are to be found, constituting the so-called desquamation 
nephritis, or acute Bright’s disease of pregnancy. 

This disease is in the majority of cases soon recovered from, after 
the expiration of pregnancy. The eclamptic seizures may come on 
suddenly without any warning whatever, more commonly, however, 
some of the following prodromata occur: Headache, mental depres- 
sion, dizziness, amblyopia, severe epigastric pain, with or without 
nausea, oedema of the face, legs, or labia majora. The most import- 
ant symptom to warn the physician of the impending nervous storm, 
that I have observed, is a convulsive movement or dancing of the 
eye ball, which immediately precedes the convulsion. I believe 
very nearly every case presents this symptom. 

Examination of the urine nearly always shows albuminuria, renal 
epithelia, epithelial and granular casts. The amount of urine voided 
is of much importance; if it keeps up to the normal quantity or very 
nearly so, even though the above conditions exist, the danger of con- 
vulsions is much less. Observations of the blood tension are of 
great importance in the prodromal stage, a high tension being cause 
for increased apprehension. 

An attack very much resembles an epileptic convulsion. A slight 
twitching of the eyelids or corners of the mouth, and as before 
stated the spasmodic movement of the eye ball usually precedes the 
convulsion, which it is not necessary for me to take time to explain, 


q 
4 . 
\ 
i 
4 
= 
4 


800 THE JOURNAL OF THE 


for those of you who have witnessed a well defined case of eclampsi: , 
are not likely to have the picture erased from your memory. After 
a period ranging in length from one to ten minutes, the patient 
relaxes, and passes intoa stage of coma, the bounding pulse becomes 
softer, perspiration ensues, and if no new convulsion supervenes, 
the period of remission follows, in which the patient gradually re- 
gains conciousness and the nervous phenomena subside. The recu’- 
ence of the attack may be so frequent as to permit no interval of 
consciousness, while the successive shocks shatter the patient's 
vitality until death relieves her of her suffering. 

If the seizures are multiple, sometimes several days intervene 
before the patient regains consciousness, as I have seen in my own 
practice. The prognosis is always grave. The earlier the convuil- 
sions occur in labor the more unfavorable the prognosis. Eclampsia 
which occurs first in childbed is not so dangerous as when it comes 
earlier. The longer the labor, the more difficult delivery, the deeper 
the coma, and the greater the insufficiency of the kidneys, the move 
grave is the outlook. It is very seldom that convulsions cease before 
the expulsion of the child. In childbed it is favorable when copious 
diuresis sets in, and is followed by a decrease of the albumen and 
cedema. 
lt is estimated that fully one-half of the children of eclamptic 
women are still born, a result very likely due to asphyxiation from 
carbonic acid gas from the mother’s blood. 

The treatment so far as possible should be made prophylactic, 
when the prodromic symptoms give us any warning, and right here 
I might ask the question, How many pregnant women consult their 
family physician in regard to their condition before time for confine- 
ment? As indicated above, a careful measuring of the urine is 
necessary as a help to judging the need of treatment. By diuretics 
in conjunction with tonic treatment the amount of urine may be in- 
creased. A recumbent posture is of benefit,as it tends to relieve ‘he 
pressure on the renal vessels. If in spite of treatment the urine 
diminishes to less than twelve ounces per day, with much albumen, 
and the symptoms of danger become imminent, and the child is of 
viable age, it is well to produce premature labor. After one attack 
has occurred it is well to empty the uterus at once, as others re 
more than likely to follow, soin my judgment, it is good treatment 
to hasten labor as much as possible. 

For the convulsion proper there are no remedies like chloroform 
and morphine, hypodermically. To prevent a recurrence of the 
spasm, chloral hydrate per enemam, and when the arterial ten: ion 
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is high, and the pulse is full and strong, we have no remedy that will 
compare with Norwood’s Tet. Veratrum Viride, which I administer 
hypodermically in twenty to thirty drop doses, every half hour until 
the pulse becomes normal or even lower, for when the arterial tension 
is low the danger of convulsions is much less, of course all the 
excretory organs should be made to perform their respective 
functions. In order to repair the crippled condition of the kidneys, 
it is well to give elaterium or even ol. tiglii just as soon as the 
patient can swallow. I also give pilocarprine hypodermically, in 
sufficient dosage to insure free diaphoresis, thereby helping the sys- 
tem to eliminate the poisonous matter through the skin. In plethoric 
cases, blood letting has its advocates. Ihave never practiced it. I 
think chloroform and veratrun viride deserve the most considera- 
tion. Some writers claim to have given veratun in one drachm doses. 
I was always fearful of so large a dose. 

In conclusion I would like to cite a case that to me was quite 
interesting. Some six years agoI was called hurriedly to see Mrs: 
H., primpara, aged 24, eight months pregnant, who was having, as 
the messenger informed me, spasms. Uponarrival I found her in 
convulsions; her whole body was rigid and features were very much 
distorted. LIatonce gave her chloroform, which in about two minutes 
abated the attack, after which I was informed by the nurse that she 
had previous to my arrival had five convulsions. Found her lower 
limbs and face very oedematous and the urine, which I obtained 
by the use of catheter, was loaded with albumen. After consulting 
with the family, I concluded that the only means of saving her life 
was to produce premature labor at once, which we immediately did, 
butin spite of all treatment she had five more convulsions before 
labor was completed, as it required considerable time to dilate the 
cervix. After labor was completed she had four more convulsions. 
In delivering her, which was done hurriedly, as we considered time 
very precious, she was very badly lacerated, which injury was im- 
mediately repaired under as nearly aseptic conditions as we could 
Obtain. But unfortunately she developed erysipelas which 
persisted for eight or ten days, the patient in the mean- 
time remaining unconscious of her surroundings. After the 
erysipelas subsided she developed intermittent fever, having a dis- 
tinct rigor followed by a high temperature and sweats every after- 
noon, which in spite of all treatment persisted for eight or ten days, 
after which the patient slowly regained health, and ultimately made 
a good recovery. About eighteen months afterwards I delivered her 
of a healthy child without any trouble, and at this time she showed 
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no signs of albuminuria. She again became pregnant and died from 
puerpal eclampsia while I was on a visit to my former home in 
Virginia, - 


THE GOLDEN BELT MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY MEETING. 


The fifteenth anniversary meeting of the Golden Belt Medical 
Society was held in the K. P. hall at Abilene, Kansas, Thursday 
April 7th, 1904, with President Riddell in the chair. 

The routine business of the meeting was transacted and the fol- 
lowing officers elected for the ensuing year: 

President, W. S. Lindsay, Topeka. 

First Vice President, L. R. King, Junction City. 

Second Vice President, E. L. Simonton, Wamego. 

Secretary-Librarian, A. A. Shelley, Abilene. 

Treasurer, H. N. Moses, Salina. 

The society thoroughly discussed the matter of the affiliation of 
the Golden Belt Medical Society with the Kansas State Medical So- 
ciety, in accordance with the plan of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, and it was determined that such an affiliation should be con- 
summated; and in accordance therewith, the following were elected 
delegates: Doctors Riddle, Crawford, Hazlett, Shelley, McClintock, 
Lyman, King and Ketchersid. The following are the alternate dele- 
gates: Doctors Curtiss, Brewer, O’Brien, Neptune, Fowler, Gaines, 
Leverich and O’Donnell. Doctors Riddell and Crawford were named 
as the members of the nominating committee. Doctors McClintock 
and Lyman were named as the alternate members on the nominat- 
ing committee. 

Action was taken expressing approval of the proposed Heyburn 
Pure Food and Drug Bill, now pending before congress, and the 
secretary instructed to communicate with the author of the bill ex- 
pressing the society’s commendation. 

Doctors A. F. Jonas of Omaha, Nebraska, and J. N. Hallof Den- 
ver, Colorado, were elected to honorary membership in the society. 
Doctors R. H. Meade of Great Bend, J. S. McBride of Lyons and H. 
L. Alkire of Topeka, were unanimously elected to active member- 
ship. 
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The following scientific papers were read and each elicited pro- 
longed and meritorious discussion. The essays evinced careful 
preparation and much thought and were of the highest order of 
merit. 

“President’s Address”—Dr. J. D. Riddell, Enterprise, Kansas. 

“Symptoms Attributable to the Perpendicular Position’”—Dr. 
H. N. Moses, Salina, Kansas. 

‘Uncinariasis’’—Dr. E. B. La Fevre, Abilene, Kansas. 

“Altitude Treatment of Pulmonary Diseases’”—Dr. J. N. Hall, 
Denver, Colorado. 

“Tmportanceand Technic of Necropsies’’—Dr. George Howard 
Hoxie, Lawrence, Kansas. 

‘Radical Operations for Hernia’’—Dr. Hal C. Wyman, Detroit, 
Michigan. 

The AbilenA Company gave a complimentary dinner to the mem- 
bers of the society and its guests at the Union Pacitic hotel at 7:30 
o'clock. On motion of Dr. Lindsay, the AbilenA Company was ten- 
dered a vote of thanks for the excellent entertainment extended. 

Those present were: Doctors Lindsay, Hayes, C. J. Simmons, 
J. W. Simmons, Hoxie, Harvey, Curtiss, Hall, Meade, McBride, 
Nordstrom, Phillipson, Sawhill, Moses, Gaines, Esterly, Keller, 
Dean, Alkire, Crawford, Brewer, McVey, Shenberger, Leverich, 
Conklin, Witmer, Neptune, White, Klingberger, Simonton, Wyman, 
Lyman, Hawthorne, Conlan, O’Brien, Axtell, Elmore, Fowler, King, 
Shelley, Riddell, McClintock, Hewett, Hazlett, Gish, La Fevre, Gar- 
rett, Creighton, Winterbotham and Yates and Messrs. Carpenter, 
Halleck, Ellison and Germann. 

Salina was chosen as the next meeting place. Thursday, July 
7, 1904 the date. 

A. A. SHELLEY, 
Secretary. 


THOSE OF OUR READERS who are going to Atlantic City and who 
wish a sleeper through from Kansas City should write Dr. Hoxie at 
once. 


WE HAVE been asked for a complete set of volume one and num- 
bers one and eight of volume two. Who will furnisn them and at 
what price? 
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DOUGLAS COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


April 5, 1904. Regular meeting at Dr. Hammman’s office. Those 
present were Drs. Hamman, Simmons, Hoxie, Smith, G. W. Jones 
and Clark. In the absence of the president, Dr. Hamman presided. 
After the reading of the minutes of last meeting, a few changes 
were made and they were approved as amended. 

Dr. Hoxie reported for the committee on collection of bad bills. 
The report was received and the committee continued. It was 
voted that members be invited to hand over their bad bills to the 
chairman of the committee with the percentage voted they were 
willing to pay for collection. Dr. Hoxie read a paper entitled, ““The 
Importance and Technique of Autopsies.”’ 

A. W. CLARK, 


Secretary. 


RICE COUNTY SOCIETY. 


A special meeting of the Rice County Medical Society was held 
in Lyons, Kansas, April 6. Those present were Drs. Fisher, Sr., 
Vermillion, Smith, Ross, Currie, Koons, Little, Snoden, Fisher, Jr., 
and McBride. 

After several interesting discussions on the subject of a fee bill, 
a paper was read by Dr. C. E. Fisher on Lobar Pneumonia. 

Communications were read in regard to becoming an auxiliary 
to the State Society. A committee was appointed to revise the by- 
laws in order that they might be in harmony with those of the state 
society. 

It was decided to hold a banquet at the next regular meeting, 
May 18. 

Drs. Fisher, Currie, and McBride were chosen as delegates to 
the State, Southern and Golden Belt societies. 

Drs. Koons and Little will have papers at the next meeting. 


Adjourned to meet May 18, 1904. 
J. S. MCBRIDE, 


Secretary, 
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FOURTH DISTRICT SOCIETY. 


This society met at Wichita April 19 and 20, and judging from 
the account in the Wichita Eagle sent us by Dr. Purves, had a suc- 
cessful gathering. About eighty sat down to the banquet. The 
program follows: 

Surgical clinic, Wichita Hospital. 

Chronic ovaritis as an indication for operation—A. E. Hertzler 
Halstead. 

Surgery of the pancreas—C. E. Bowers, Wichita. 

Renal tuberculosis—Jacob Block, Kansas City. 

Deciduoma malignum—Wm. B. Dewees, Salina. 

The present status of serum therapeutics—Dr. Duval, Hutch- 
inson. 
Laceration of the perineum—Dr. Crowell, Kansas City. 

Report of case of co-existing extra and intra. uterine preg. 
nancy—J. E. Oldham, Wichita. 

Memoranda—T. H. Jamieson, Wellington. 

Paper on appendicitis, written ten years ago—O. J. Furst, 
Peabody. 

Gall stones—H. G. Welsh, Hutchinson. 


THE OFFICERS FOR THE NEXT YEAR ARE: 


President—W. H. Graves, Goddard. 

First Vice-President—J. D. Clark, Wichita. 

Second Vice-President--R. S. Haury, Mound Ridge. 

Secretary—G. K. Purvis, Wichita. 

Treasurer—J. C. Brown, Wichita. 

The delegates to the states society are: D. W. Basham, Wichita; 
G. Kk. Purvis, Wichita; O. J. Furst, Peabody; H. G. Welsh, Hutchin- 
son: Dr. Emory, Winfield; H. H. Hill, Augusta; J. M. Latta, Miller- 
ton; J. EK. Oldham, Wichita; J. T. Axtell, Newton; C. E. Bowers, 
Wichita; E. A. Hertzler, Halstead; Dr. Martin, Wellington; Dr, 
Palmer, Florence; L. T. Smith, Newton; R. S. Haury, Mound Ridge. 
Alternates are to be chosen by delegates. 


The next meeting will occur in Wichita in October. 
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THIRTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING. 
Topeka, May 4, 5, 6. 


Wednesday, May 4: Afternoon—Clinics at Stormont Hospital, Christs’ 
Hospital, Santa Fe Hospital. 

4 p.m,.: Meeting of Council. 

7:30 ~,m.: Meeting of Council and Fellows. This will be 
the main business meeting of the session. Those 
entitled to vote are the Fellows elected by the county 
and district societies (one for each ten members.) Ail 
other members of the State Society are invited to be 
present and have their say. 

Thursday, 9a. m.: After the president’s address will come the fol- 
lowing twenty-eight papers,—distributed throughout Thursday 
and Friday as the president and the society determine. 
Physiological development, G. W. Jones, Lawrence. 

Practical hints in obstetrics, P. W. Barbe, Oswego. 
Anaesthetics, L. S. Chamberlain, Topeka. 

Deformity following fracture of shaft of femur—osteotomy and 
result, E. E. Morrison, Great Bend. . 
Tetanus—report of cases, J. W. Porter, Pittsburg. 

Can men and women doctors be a help to each other? Mary |. 
Lobdell, Beloit. 

Evolution of man, physical, mental and moral, W. L. Schenck, 
Topeka. 

Influence of valvular lesions upon pulmonary tuberculosis, 
R. C. Fear, Gardner. 

Electricity or the X-Ray, Ida C. Barnes, Topeka. 

The expectant mother, E. T. Shelly, Atchison. 

The pathology and indication for surgical interference in 
chronic ovaritis, A. E. Hertzler, Halstead. 

The sympathetic nervous system in therapeutics, Noah Hayes, 
Seneca. 

The eye in general diseases, J. E. Minney, Topeka. 

The evolution of manhood, its hindrance and help and the 
duty of the medical profession, W. L. Schenck, Topeka. 

The culture products in the treatment of tuberculosis, T. A. 
Stevens, Caney. 

The consultant, conventional and ideal, O. P. Davis, Topeka. 
Otitis media, H. L. Alkire, Topeka. 
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18 Some difficulties experienced in refraction work, E. E. Hamilton, 
Wichita. 
19 Dipterous parasites of the intestines, F. E. Schenck, Burlingame. 
20 Paper, G. A. Boyle, Winfield. 
21 A physiological action of the X-Ray, C. M. Brockett, Topeka. 
22 Microscopical demonstration of the circulation in a living 
animal, W. E. Bartlett, Belle Plaine. 
23 Active principles in therapeutics, J. F. Preston, Effingham. 
24 Clinical report on some abdominal cases, C. M. Holcomb, Winfield, 
25 The nutrition of the skin, R. E. McVey, Topeka. 
26 Paper, W. S. Lindsay, Topeka. 
27 Chorea, S. S. Glasscock, Kansas City, Kan. 
28 Paper, K. O. Brown, Topeka. 
Thursday, 9 p. m.: Elks’ Hall— Smoker. 
Friday, 11 a.m,: Clinic. 
Members will please be sure to secure receipts for their railway 
tickets in order to secure the return fare at one-third rate. 
Papers are limited to twenty minut?s each. 


The Medical World of Philadelphia, is doing a good work in 
demonstrating to practitioners that it is cheaper to make up their 
own analgesics (or buy them of standard supply houses), than to buy 
the patented or copyrighted preparations sold at exceedingly high 
prices by their promoters. Thus Dr. Taylor, the editor, regards it 
as a waste to purchase antikamnia when an equivalent acetanilid 
compound could be purchased for one-third the money. Ze Medical 
World js also making war on the 4/edical Brief, a “proprietary medi- 
cine almanac,”’ and similar publications. This latter of course is in 
line with the work of the Caléfornia State Jounal, as quoted in our 
last issue, and is a work with which we have sympathy. Of course 
a wholesale denunciation of proprietary medicines because they are 
proprietary is uncalled for; the point being to reduce the amount 
used of preparations whose constitution is secret. If we prefer to 
use Peacock’s compound of bromides in preference to one made up 
by our local druggists, no fault can be found-—provided the physician 
knows what he is using. After all, a knowledge of the influence of 
the single drug is the ideal. Knowing that, the practitioner may 
combine his drugs to the best advantage when necessary and he can 
also get along with the use of fewer drugs than his competitors who 
is a polypharmacist. 
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G. W. Corriy, ra 
Sits City M ] i INN'S. 4 is secretary of ihe Cloud 


SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE STATE SOCIETY, 


J.T. AXTELL, of Newton. Dr. Axtell graduated from Bellevue 
in 1883, and is professor of orthopedic surgery in the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, Kansas City, Kansas. He owns the 
Axtell Hospital at Newton. 
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RECORDING SECRETARY OF THE STATE SOCIETY, 


CHARLES S. HuFFMAN,of Columbus. Dr. Huffman graduated from 
the Missouri Medical College at St. Louis in 1890, and took special 
work in New York in 1895. He is a surgeon for the ’Frisco R. R., 
and Deputy Surgeon General of the National Guard. 
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THE AUTHOR OF THE TOPEKA PROGRAM, 


Dr. Gopparp, Corresponding Secretary. Dr. Goddard grad- 
unt it Beileva Heis pro sor of nervous aml mental 
i Surgeons, Kansas City, Kansas, 
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THE TREASURER OF THE STATE SOCIETY, 


Dr. Munn obtained his preliminary 
craduated from the medical depart- 
nnd from Bellevue, (N. Y.) in 


I. & P. 


. 
| 
We 
Lewis H. Munn, of Topeka. 
education at Notre Dame, ind. 
ment of State University 
Iss2. Le took a course in the Chicago Post Graduate School in 1896, 
He is surgeon to Stormont Hospital, Consulting surgeon for the 
Santa Fe Hospital Association, and division surgeon for the C., R. 


THE EDITOR OF THE WESTERN MEDICAL JOURNAL, 


~A. J. Roperts, M.D., of Fort Scott. Drs. Purves and Roberts, 
by their willingness to put aside vanity and selfishness and 
combine their journals with that of the state society, have laid 
a broad foundation for future progress in the organization of 
Kansas physicians. 
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KANSAS MEDICAL SOCIETY 


CHEMICAL EXAMINATION OF THE URINE.* 


J. F. PRESTON, M. D., 
Effingham, 


The importance of urinary examinations, in their bearing upon 
diagnosis, treatment, and prognosis in disease, is now admitted by 
all who have kept pace with the progress of medical science during 
the last ten or fifteen years. If we should except sugar and albu- 
men in our examinations, there are other conditions of the urine, in- 
volving either a modification in the proportion of its normal constit- 
uents or the presence of abnormal principles, which it is very im- 
portant to recognize. 

With regard to certain abnormal principles that may exist in 
the urine, it is essential to the practical physician, not only to be 
able to recognize their presence by simple and reliable tests, but, in 
many instances, to estimate their quantity. For instance where we 
find in the urine, svgar, a knowledge of this fact is a necessary ele- 
ment in the diagnosis; and the influence of dietetic and other meas- 
ures of treatment, in most cases, is speedily and certainly indicated 
by the modifications in the proportion of sugar in the urine. In- 
deed, itis impossible to treat this affection intelligently without es- 
timating from time to time the quantity of sugar discharged by the 
kidneys. A case in point: 

On the 23d day of last March, I was called to see Mr. 
N., an old soldier, living six miles south and twowest of 
Effingham, who like a large majority of the men who served in 
the army from 61 to ’65 had contracted what soldiers call army 
diarrhoea, (dysentery.) During the long years intervening, in en- 
deavoring to rid himself of this disease, he had taken everything in 
the patent medicine line, from alpha to omega, besides all the do- 
mestic remedies which the old ladies of the country had recom- 
mended to him, and as a result I found that he had been confined to 
his room for anumber of days before my visit because of indiges- 
tion. The diagnosis of diabetes mellitus, was readily made as soon 
as I entered the room, from that sweet, nauseating odor, so charac- 
teristic of the disease. After a careful examination of the case, and 
afull history extending over a period of about thirty-eight years, I 
gave him treatment and instructions as to diet, secured sixteen 
ounces of the urine and returned to my office, to see him again the 
following day. The specific gravity of this sample was the highest 
Thad ever seen, being 1045. After making the usual test for sugar, 


*Read before the First District Society, Feb. 11, 1904. 
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which showed a large amount, I concluded to evaporate eight ounces 
of it, and to my surprise, obtained one and one half ounces of very 
thick syrup, showing 16 to18 per centof sugar. I visited Mr. N, 
daily, making the usual test of the urine, but it was not until! the 
eighth day thatI found any diminution in the amount of sugar, 
From that time on, for two months, there was a gradual reduction 
in the sugar, and the urine became normal. 

Albuminuria, is also so prominent a symptom in certain diseases 
of the kidneys that it is often spoken of as if it were in itself « dis- 
ease, is a condition which must be recognized in the diagnosis of 
these disorders. It frequently happens that the presence of albu- 
men in the urine is the first positive indication of a pathological con- 
dition of the kidneys, and this single fact directs the attention of 
the physician to an entire class of important diseases. 

Physiologists are constantly progressing in the knowledge of 
the phenomena which attend the general processes of nutrition and, 
with every development in this direction, additional importance is 


attached to the examination of the urine in disease. 
(To be continued next month.) 


The ABILENA Company gave the Golden Belt Society a very good 
dinner at the recent anniversary meeting, for which they deserve 
great credit. Itis interesting to note that the company has put an 
advertisement in this issue. Therefore in order to inform our read- 
ers as to the character of their product, we print the following 
analysis: 

(In grains per U. 8. gallon, 231 cubic inches at maximum water density.) 
Sodium Nitrate,...... 0,568 


Sodium Sulphate, Anhydrous, .. 
Equa) to 7322.648 Sodii Sulphas U. s. P. 


Magnesium Sulphate, Anhydrous,....... 


Equal to 144,139 Mganesii U. P. 
Calcium Sulphate, . ‘ 
Sodium Chloride,. .. 
Silica, .. 
Ammonia, NOT A TRACE. 


As seen by the analysis this sonar is remarkably rich in cathar- 

tic and diuretic salts, and is mildly alkaline with bicarbonates. Itis 

an exceedingly pure water in respect to freedom from organic con 
tamination. 


(1.040 
44,966 
65,176 
0,293 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


TOPEKA, Kas., April 5, 1904. 

Mr, Editor:—In the last number of the JourNAw (April) there 
is a paper on the “McReynolds Operation for Pterygium,”’ by Dr. 
Geo. A. Hamman of Lawrence. I heard Dr. McReynolds read the 
paper referred to at the Saratoga meeting. It struck me favorably 
and I have done the McReynolds operation for pterygium almost ex- 
' clusively since. It has given me better results than any other oper- 
ation yet devised and with which I am familiar. I think Dr. Ham- 
man’s criticism is just. Why the operation should be, in a measure 
ignored and spoken of askance, in at least one of the latest works on 
ophthalmology, I do not know, unless Dr. McReynolds is a young 
man and lives in Texas; or possibly the following rhymes by Dr. Geo. 
Chismore are more appropriate. They are entitled: 


“THE HONORS THAT AWAIT THE DISCOVERER IN SURGERY.” 


“Of the doctors in convention, Surgeon Blank a moment claimed 
While he showed an apparatus and its various points explained, 
Which he said he had invented for the cure of a disease 
That all other forms of treatment but the knife had failed to ease. 


When he closed some seven members in their wisdom rose and said 
They were each of them delighted with the paper Blank had read; 
While it showed the greatest merit, they were still compelled to say, 
That the malady in question could not be relieved that way. 


One averred, in his opinion, ’twould be trifling with a life 

To attempt to treat such cases without recourse to the knife, 

And one warned his fellow members that the plan was yet untried, 
And one prophesied a failure, others novelties decried. 


So, in short, each poured cold water in the biggest kind of streams 
On the head of the inventor and his too ambitious schemes; 
Winding up with the assertion, that, as now the matter stands, 

If successful with the author, it would fail in other hands. 


In a year or so thereafter the convention met once more, 

And again in proper season Surgeon Blank was on the floor, 
This time with numerous patients of his own and others, too, 
Proving thus to a conviction every point he claimed was true. 
And once more the seven members were on hand in wise array 
And in turn, in the proceedings, each arose and had his say. 
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All were proud of being fellows of a body Blank adorned, 

And they each one begged to mention, that, while other doctors scorned— 
At the time of the invention when the subject first was broached— 

They expressed themselves delighted and all doubters had reproached. 

It was a glorious triumph our esteemed colleague had won, 

But it should not be forgotten that it had before been done. 


It was true the operation had most uniformly failed, 

But then its vital principles no authority assailed. 

And then the quoted Heurteloup and Joseph Emile, Cornay 

And Civiale, and Jacobsen, Broadie, Leroy, Mercier; 

Proving thus that Blank’s invention was invented long ago, 

And that certain small improvements were the best that he could show; 


And evenin regard to these, each did contrive in terms 

To convey the intimation that Blank had from him the germs. 
Such is oft the meed of genius, but it’s not the only one; 

There’s the inward satisfaction of a duty ably done; 

And the fame that bides forever for such deeds is still in store, 
When detractions’ voice is silent, when this fleeting life is o’er.” 


Respectfully yours, 
J. E. MINNEY. 


“OUR JOURNAL IS READ ANYHOW.” 
St. Louis, Mo., April 18, 1904. 
Dr. George Howard Hoxie, Lawrence, Kan., 

Dear Sir :—In reading your April number we note that your 
editorial ‘Our Policy” and Dr. Stewart’s article, both indulge in the 
wholesale denunciation of proprietary preparations. This is such a 
reversal of opinion in the short time since you solicited our adver- 
tisement that it comes as somewhat of a shock. 

We are also struck with the inconsistency of your position. To 
accept money from a manufacturer for space in your journal to make 
his announcement to your readers, and then use the entire force of 
your editorial strength to denounce those preparations and score 
physicians for using them, is so thoroughly inconsistent that it 
might be called by a much stranger name. 

If itis your policy to class all proprietary preparations as nos- 
trums and fight their use by physicians you should close your 
advertising pages to them. We would be pleased to know just what 
your ‘‘policy”’ is to be. Yours truly, 

PEACOCK CHEMICAL Co., 
Thos. P. Haley, Jr., President. 
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KANSAS MEDICAL SOCIETY 


Mr. Editor : DWIGHT, KANSAS. 

The offer of the council of the Kansas Medical Society to give 
the Golden Belt Medical Society a certain defined territory and rec- 
ognize us as a District Medical Society in the Kansas Medical Soci- 
ety is a generous offer. 

This recognition of our society, if accepted by us, admits us to 
to membership in the K. M. S. and our County Auxiliary Societies 
and to the privilege of membership in the A. M. A. It also makes 
itour duty to extend medical knowledge and advance medical sci- 
ence, to elevate the standard of medical education, to secure the en- 
actment and enforcement of just medical laws, to promote friendly 
intercourse among physicians, to guard and foster the interests of 
our members and to protect them from imposition. Thus giving us 
practical exemplification of Juncta Juvant. 

By this organization of the A. M. A. with the various state asso- 
ciations as integral factors, with the district societies, and the coun- 
ty societies as primary units of organization, the medical profession 
of the United States is for the first time approaching a condition of 
effective solidarity. For there is no profession that can wield a 
greater influence than ours and with this solidarity of organization 
any needed medical legislation can be secured. 

The general scheme of organization of the A. M. A. has been 
supplemented by special committees calculated to bring the full 
weight of our professional influence to bear upon important public 
medical legislation. 

The eighteen counties to comprise our district make a shape not 
unlike a hammer headed shark, mostly head and tail. The tail 
counties in the western part of the state may not seem desirable 
territory to us; butit is the only chance for the doctors in those 
counties to attend district meetings. You have only to re- 
member there are no north and south railroads in these counties. 
The Union Pacific is their only means of getting to and from district 
meetings. We may not get much help from these far west men but 
we can show them a good time whenever they attend our meetings. 

The K. M. S. has been dominated by a political junta. The con- 
stitution recommended by the A. M. A. shuts out this junta and all 
similar ones. Chapter 5, Section 3 reads, ‘‘Any person known to have 
solicited votes for or sought any office within the gift of this asso- 
ciation shall be ineligible for any office for two years.” 

Every view of this movement incites us to acceptance of the 
offer of the council of the K. M.S. We lose very little and gain 
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much. We will then be ina position of more extended outlook and 
opportunity to prove ““Juncta Juvant.” J. T. CurRTISS. 


Mr. Editor: TOPEKA, KANSAS, April 5, ’04. 

With you, I think it is an oversight on the part of medical soci- 
eties in the state, not to send full reports and their best pape’ to 
the JourRNAL for publication. I made mention, in the Shawnee 
County Medical Society of the fact that these papers should be sent 
to the JOURNAL and was told that it was with the secretary to do so, 
but I fail to see the papers published. If you will take my part, 
should trouble arise, I will bombard our secretary until he will be 
glad to send them We have had some as good papers read before 
the Shawnee County Medical Society as I have heard at the Aneri- 
can Medical Association. 

Why this carelessness I do not understand, a physician will 
take the time and trouble and labor to prepare a paper to read be- 
fore a society of ten or fifteen members, hand the paper to the sec- 
retary. ‘The secretary will deliberately take the paper and pigeon 
hole it or throw it into the waste basket. 

It is a poor inducement to a man who cares to forge ahead in his 
profession, to have his labor cut off with such a small hearing. Not 
only that, but every paper prepared by a physician and that pliysi- 
cian has put a reasonable amount of study and research in getting 
up the paper is of benefit to some or many members of the profes- 
sion. The Shawnee County Society meets monthly and there is no 
excuse for not sending the JOURNAL at least one good paper each 
month. You have succeeded admirably with the JOURNAL, Mv. Ed- 
itor; I feel that the publication is a success. 

Respectfully, 
J. E. MINNEY. 


Percy L. JERMANE, Jefferson Medical College, 1892, of Holton, 
Kansas, a member of the A. M. A. died at Stormont Hospital, Tope 
ka, March 22, from general peritonitis following an operation fr ap 


pendicitis, aged 36. 
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BOOK REVIEWS. 


{THE } <LF CURE OF CONSUMPTION by Chas. H. Stanley Davis, M. D., Ph. D. 12 mo. pp. 176, Clo. 

New York, 1904. E. B. Treat & Co. Price 75 cents. 

“his is a very good book to hand over to our tubercular patients. 
We criticise, however, the good judgment of the publishers in plac- 
ing on advertisement of a book on family medicine opposite the title 
page. 

‘he author believes with most observers that drugs are only ad- 
juvants in the treatment of tuberculosis and that the principal treat- 
men: must be through rest and food, thus agreeing with Dr. Hall, 
who spoke before the Golden Belt Society last month. 

Dietaries and exercises are listed so that the patient by visiting 
the physician now and then for diagnosis and observation can easily 
carry out the details of his treatment .even at home. The book, too, 
will serve to keep its readers out of the hands of quacks. 

G. H. H. 


Tue Buves (NERVE EXHAUSTION): Causes and Cure, by Albert Abrams, A. M., M. D. (Heidel- 
berg), F. R. M. §., San Francisco, 12 mo. pp. 232, Clo. New York, 1904; E. B. Treat & Co. Il- 
lustrated, Price $1.50. 


This book is not at all of uniform value. Some parts are excel- 
lent presentations of the subject; others bear the evidence of too 
great haste. The typographical arrangement is decidedly weak and 
even the proof reading has been imperfectly performed. Fortun- 
ately, the author gives a summary atthe end of each chapter which 
is often better than the chapter itself. 

The author’s views may be gleaned from some quotations: 

‘Heredity may be responsible for the susceptible nervous sys- 
tem, und it devolves on the individual to obey the laws of hygiene 
and to avail himself ‘of momentary advantages, however minute, to 
withstand the effects of conditions which either weaken or improve 
the status of his vitality.’ ’’—p. 21. 

“Heredity and environment may be effectually fought by per- 
sonal cffort.’’—p. 21. 

“itis erroneous to suppose that a healthy nervous system can 
be accuired by vigorous muscular exercise.’’—p. 24. 

‘\Vhen misfortune or disaster overtakes the Turk, he attributes 
it to the will of God, or more often to Fate (Kismet), and he piously 
ejacul:tes: ‘It is fate,’ or ‘God will provide’. The cultivation of 
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some belief which inculcates the doctrines of contentment shouid be 
encouraged.’’—p. 29. 

‘Alcohol is one of the greatest scourges of the nervous system. 
Consumed even in the smallest quantities by persons of a nervous 
temperament, it will induce organic changes in the nerve tissues 
like those of old age.’’—p. 29. 

The author does not believe that uric acid is responsible for 
much disease, nor does he believe that the auto-intoxication theory 
is developed sufficiently to be of practical use. 

“Christian Science is suggestion plus absurdity; divine healing, 
suggestion plus faith in God; Dowieism, suggestion plus prayer and 
holy terror; Weltmerism, suggestion plus imagination, pure; mag- 
netic healing, suggestion plus imagination, also; osteopathy, sug- 
gestion plus massage; homceopathy, suggestion plus nothing; allo 
pathy, suggestion plus tubfuls of drugs that either kill or cure; reg: 
ular or rational medicine, suggestion and medicine mixed with the 
best quality of brains obtainable.’’—p. 105. 

The book will afford pleasant reading for the general practition 
er who wishes to review this subject and who will try to handle this 
difficult class of cases. G. H. H. 


IMMUNE SERA, by Prof. Dr. A. Wassermann of the University of Berlin. Translated by Charles 
Bolduan, M. D. First Edition. 12 mo. Clo. pp. IX+76. New York, 1904. John Wiley & 
Sons, Price $1.0, 

This is one of the clearest expositions of the difficult subject 
of the theory of immunity that we have read. Prof. Wassermannis 
himself an investigator, following Ehrlich and Morgenroth rather 
than Buchner and Borget. His statements therefore have the clear 
ness incident to personal comprehension. 

The translation is good; the typography, paper and appearance 
of the book excellent. 

We commend the book to the careful perusal of Kansas physi 
cians, because it is a primer on the subject in which the greatest 


advances of medicine are going to be made. 
G. H. H. 
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